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PINKERTONS HRED
0 ASSIST POLEE
ROBETHENURDER
OF MARY PHAGAN

For Hours Detectives Labor
With John M. Gant, For-
mer Employee of National
Pencil Company and Al-
leged Admirer of Pretty
Mary Phagan. |

SISTER OF PRISONER
ADMITS SHE DECEIVED
ATLANTA DETECTIVES

Told Them Gant Had Not
Been Home When He De-
clared He ,Was ip Bed.
Now Admits Story Untrue.
Gant Caught in Marietta, -
With Suit Case Filled With
His Clothes. -

Desplte the fact that four suspects
in the Mary Phagan case are held at
police staticen, two white men and two . -
negroes, the detectlve department Is
not satisfled, and the city is boing
scoured for evidence that will lead
to the arrest of the gullly party.

Last night the Pinkerton detective
department was engaged®by Leo M.
Frank, presklent of the National Pen-
cil company, to ald the local officers
in the search for the man responsi-
ble for the brutal murder, commit-
ted Sunday morning In the plant of
his company on Forsyth street.

All day Monday detectives \\orkod
dillgently for ovidence whioh ‘would
throw }ght upon the mysterious kili-
ing, and when nlght came they were
baffled. The most careful investiga-
tion falled to 570w that any one had
geen the girl since she left the fac-
tory, where she drew her pay Satur-
day afternoon. Several poople said
they thought they had seen her, but
none were positive. All the evlduucq, &
too, proved.the, gooﬂ character of the
vietim. Members 6f hef tamlly neigh-
bors and  her fellow workerh united
in paying tribute to her good qualltlet

Gant Given

Third Degree..

" Desperately striving to force -the
confession that he is the murderer of
Mary Phagan, third degree experts of
police headqguarters labored until mid-
nlght Monday with John M, Gant, the
young bookkeeper arrested in Marlet-
ta yesterday afternoon on. the dhect
chargo of murder.’

Ho stoutly protests Innocence:

“I was at home Saturday night by
10 o'clock—in bed and asleep.”

His sister, Mrs. F. C. Terrell, of 248
Bast Linden street, with whom he
Hved, told detectlves Sunday night:

“Mr. Gant left here a morth ago for
California.” 1 haven't seen him since.
Hle has not been here at any time
within the past four weeks.”

Sister Admits St
Deceiving Detectives, -
Monday afternoon, however, she told

a reporter for The Constitution that
Gant had been at her home Saturday

and Sunday nights. She also admitted
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"~having told the detectlves & story to
the contrary. ’

* I knew they were detectives—I lled
John was here Saturday night, He
was here Sunday night, too. 1 dldn't
want the detectives to know |t
though.” o
- Gant left Atlanta carly Monday
morning. Police headquarters learned
he had caught a2 Marietla trolley car.
The police of that place .was notiffed
He was arrested the moment he
stepped from the car.

‘Detective Haslctt rughed him to po-
lice headquarters at 4 o'clock in tha
efternoon. Immediately, he was clos-
eted with Chief Lunford. A squad of
detectives and criminal experts pulled
oft thelr coats, rolled thelr gleeves and
prepared for a determined siege, which
they vowed would not end until they
had been convinced that Gant was
either gullty or innocent,

They were still locked with the sus-
pect at midnight. Evidently, he was
undergoing the ordeal with fortitude.
Had an admigsion been made, he un-
doubtedly would have emerged from
the office. The charge against him is
murder. e will not be allawed bond,
vigitors or communication with the
outside world,

Davelinnents in the horrible mys-
tery came thick and fast Monday., Ar-
rest followed arrest. Five were made
in all. Three were made Monday., The
first of these wag the taking intoccus-
tody of Leo M. trank, president of
the pencil factory.

His detalnment was more in the na-
ture of an Investivation.  After an
hour's interrogation he was released,
Upun his appearance at headquarters,
he was gecompained Oy ceunsel and
refused to make a statement of L.y
Character until his attorney had been
constlited,

It was largely upon Frank's testi-
mony that the seareh for Gant con-
tinued. He told of the youth's ap-
parent Infatvation for the dead girl
his appearance at the factory huilding
at pightfall Sturday, and of his tadk
with  the suspreeted  watehman, Newt
Loee, the negro believed to have been
implcated in the erime.

Gant is . formoer emplovee of the
peuctl plant. e was o bockKeeper
conneet . with the office force.  Ad-
mitting that he was an fntimate ae-
quaintanee of the =latn eird, he de-
clares, however, that he had not scen
her since he left the convern, i

I went to the factory bullding Sat-
urday night abent 6:39 o'clock,” he
cavs. I wanted to get o pair of shoes
1 had left in the place when [ quit,
three weeks ago. [ went to Mr. IFrank
and then to the negro witchman, When
1 got the ghoes, 1 left and have not
heen back since. 1 swear § have not,
and 1 have not soepn Miss Phagan”

The first*iptimation given of hisg
suspected complictty la the deed was
sained  from  the negro  watchman
Maonday afternorn, Ife was nndergo-
ing rigid questioning by detectives,
They were being assisted by 1LY,
Brent, of the W. 1. Treadwell compa-
ny, Tha negro once was an employeq
of Mr. Brent's, who had volunteered
to asgist in the investigation. .

After three hours of gruclling third
degree, Mr. Brent said to the prisoner:

“I know what's the trouble. Some-
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one yon ars {ajthful to killed that girl.
You know all about it T wouldn't
be surprised {f you didn't have a hand
fnn It yourself. You don't want to
tell because you want to shield who-
ever murdered her.

“Your Loyalty
Or Neck.” ‘ -

“i"n going to tell you this—Iit's just
a question of loyalty or your neck,
You-can't keep but one.”

"Yessir, Mr. Brent; that's ‘a fact., 1
know that.”

His lps were {rembling and he ghift.
ed nervously. It was apparent that
he was collapsing. 1{is questioners
walted eagerly for an exmpected con-
fession. The negro checked himself,
moistened his lips, realized the im-
port of his words, and recovered.

“But 1 don't know nothing. 1 don't
know a thing.”

His replics to the thousands of qiues-
tions hurled at him was an fncessant
refteration of hig first story—the story
of the hody’'s discovery. When this
falled to check the onslaught of
querjes, he fell to answering them with
the stereotyped reply:

“1 don't know. I don't Xknow a
thing.” . .

He was sent back to prison., Here-
after, he will be confined to the dun-
geon. The police are confldent of thelr
suspleion. ‘The negro cither was fm-
plicated In the murder, they say, or
was acqualnted wWith the slayer.

After an all-nlght hunt for Gant,
police headquarters was notitied early
(Monday morning that the hunted man
was scen at an early hour, departing
ihurriedly from a saloon directly acrosg
the street from the bujlding {n which
lthe murder occurred. lerbert Schiff,
asststant superintendent of the plant,
was sitting in his office when he ypled
the ex-bookkeeper hurryving from the
saloon.

Schiff Calls

Police Station,

8chift called police station. The
trall was lost, though, before sleuths
could reach Forsyth street. Detectives
were sent to every strecet and rallway
statlon, equlpped with a description
of Gant. An acqualntance notified the
police that the wanted man had board-
ed a Marletta car at the ‘I'rausporta-
tion buiiding on Walton street.

Martetta was wired and ordered to
arrest Gant by all means, Mo was
caught and detained in the Cobb county
Jall until the arrival of Detective Has-
tett. Ile was equipped for a long
Journey, carrying a well-filled suitcase,
He used it to shleld hiy face from the
batlery of newspaper cameras that at-
[tacked him upon his arrival at police
headquarters,
| Mary Plvk, a girl employee of the

t -

pencil factory, sald Monday that sne
had often heard goss'p concerning

Gant's (infatvation for the DPhagan

girl, .

The negro watchman toid dstectives
that Gant had remained in the factory
butlding twenty or thirty minutes Sat-
urday night. While scarching for tho
shoes, Leo sald, he had gone to the
eftico on the second floor, and talked
over the telephone in low tones with
a'girl or woman, Thoe conversation
was a lengthy ong, the watchman de-
clared.

“Mrs, Terrell told Detectives Luther
Brooks and Y. T. Allen Sunday night
that (Gant had been to California
for a month, and that she had not
heard from him any whatever during
that time.

Worried Over
Failure to Write.

She cxpressed worry over his fal]-
ure to write. Usually, she declared,
he had always sent her weekly letlers
or postcards whenever leaving the clty.
The story she told The Constitution
reporter Monday, though, is contra-
dictory to the statement she made to
the detectives,

‘Felling the reporter that she inten-
tionully had misled tho detectives, she
safd It wag done because she did not
want them to arrest hier brother.

Another phase wag added to the
tragedy whon a sleeping couch was
discovered in the hasement in which
the girl's mutllated body was found,
It {s an jmproviged couch, constructed
of boxes and covered with a number
or c¢racker and tow sacks., Recent
tracks of a woman's shoe were found
nearby in the sawdust flooring.

The murder evidently occurred upon
the first or sccound floors. Strands
of bloody hair of u shade comparing
with the halr of the dead girl, were
found on a lathe machine on the sec-
ond floor, ‘The lnstrument was ualso
splotched with crimson.

Because of the iIntense feellng and
excitement, naturally prevalling
among the hundreds of femnale em-
ployees of he plant, the manage-
ment Monday morning deemed 1t
prudent to shut down for the day. The
doors were closed and a policeman
statfoned at both the Iorsyth and
Hunter street entrances. Until dusk,
large crowds of the morbidly curious
flocked around the place, discussing
tho murder and sceklng entrance to
the basement in which the corpse was
discovered. .

Inquest Set
For Wednesday.

The only persons allowed in the
bagement, however, were those who
accompanied the coroner's jury on ltg

tour of investigation carly MMonday
morning. Coroner Douehbo, after em-
paneling a jury, postponed the hear-
ing untll detectlves ware able to
gather more definite eovidence. The
inquest will be held Wednesday
morning at 10 o'cloek In the Bloom-
fleld undertaking estabiishment,
Mra, Coleman Better,

Mrs. Coleman, mother of the slaln
girl, although wnot entirely recovered
from the shock of Sunday, was much
improved Monday., She was feeble and
liad te be confined to her home, Plead-
ing with her husband to escort her
fo the undertaking establishment to
view her daughter's corpse, she insist-
e¢d that she be carrled there,

Her physgleian would not permit, It
is thought, howéver, that she .11l be
ahle t¢ attend the funeral today.
Throughout Sunday and Monday neigh-
borhood friends ¢f the bereaved famlly
flocked to the modest little home on
Lindsay street, consoling the parents
and brothers and sisters of the dead
girl.

For a time Sunday afternoon and
early that night fears were felt for
the 1safety of the negr¢ watchman
sugpected of complicity In the crime.
Reports that a mob of white men was
being formed, caused- Chief Beavers
to hold a reserve of a half hundred
mounted policemen 1 headquariers
until late at night, .

The onily trouble encountered, how-
ever, wag by Chief Lanford, Detectives
Starnes and Black, Boots Rogers, dri-
ver of the automobile in which the
sleuths visited the factory, and a re-
porter for The Consiltution who ae-
companied the party., It occurred
shortly after daybreak.

The Constitution’s exclusive extra
had drawn o large crowd of men and
boyy to the pencll fi 2tory. The negro
was being taken from headquarters
to the scene of tha crime. When he
came from the bullding and was placea
in the nutomobilé, threatening re-
marks came from the crowd .that
thronged around the machine,

“He ought to be lynched,” sald a
heavy-set man who edged close to the
rear seat, in which sat the detective
chief and his prisoner.

“Yex,” sald ancther, “and 1'd help
do 1t."

The englnes were running., Starnes
and Black had not climbed Into the
machine. Lanford called to Rogers
to hurry away. Without walting for
the two detectives or the reporter, the
machine rushed down Forayth street.

White Slavery Theory Advaneed,

Equipped with cvidence indicating
that Mary Phagan was the victim of a
white slavery plot that was folled only
by her brutal murder, detectives have
turned thelr fnvestigation to an en-
tirely new phasce of tho baffling mys-
tery. ‘

Police headquanters has Dbeen luv-
formed of a garishly attired woman
seen shortly before mldnight Saturday
in company with two youths and a reel-
Ing, weeping girl answering the deasd
glr’s description convineingly.

They were seon at Alabama and Tor-
syth  streefs, only a short distance
from the bullding in whieh she was
murdered. The girl was sobbing and
was being led by the mysterious woms-
an, The two youths followed close
behind, muwrmuring coaxing words in
her ecar.

The woman wasd saying:

“Come along, now, dearie. Don't cre-
ato & scene.  You'll attract the cops.”

“I'he girl. was sobbing:

“I dow’t care! I don't care!”

The strange quartetto turned down
Forsyth strect in directlon of the pen-
cil tactory. ‘They dlsappeared in the
darkness of the plant bullding.

W. L, Gray, s conductor on the
Buckhead trolley llne, however, noti-
fied the detective -depariment Monday
afternoon of tho mysterlous quartstts,
Detectives were sent immediately to
question him. Energy is belng cou-
clentraled to Investigation along this
line.




